Sir,

The Independent articles on prosecution of Sri Lankan journalist J S Tissanayagam (“Sri Lanka jails journalist who criticised war policy” by Andrew Buncombe and “Totalitarian leader was once a young idealist fighting for human rights” by an anonymous Sri Lankan writer) on 1 September compelled me to comment on the misinformation they contained. 

The articles are totally inaccurate. Mr. Tissanayagam was arrested for offences committed under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTI) and prosecuted before a competent court which found him guilty and sentenced accordingly. He has a right and may appeal against the judgement. 

It is only writer’s imagination to say the President is looking to amend the Constitution  to “allow him to contest a third presidential term”. 

It is wrong to say that the Press Council has the “authority to jail journalists”.  The section 15 of the Sri Lanka Press Council Law (No.15 of 1973) which gave powers to initiate criminal proceedings against journalists was repealed in 2002 and if the Press Council is re-established it will not have that power.

It is false to say that “government’s tactics of intimidation” ensured “that the mainstream media jumped quickly on to the military bandwagon”, when the war against LTTE terrorism was the main news creator at the time. If the government had to “intimidate” media to write on the war situation, was it for the same “intimidation” that the media in Britain and other countries covered it with such enthusiasm?  It is ironic and contradictory for the writer to complain of the government feeding the people with a “daily diet of war news” by media “embedded with the Sri Lankan armed forces” and then to complain “the press was barred from the battle zone”.  The statement that “the average Sri Lankan citizen possesses access only to the government version of events in the country” is contradictory to the writer’s earlier comment that there were “two publishing houses of repute” who “have managed to remain out of the government’s realm of control”. In total the articles portray a distorted picture of the reality in Sri Lanka.
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